
University of North Texas
Energy and Extraction, PHIL 6760

Fall 2022
Professor: Dr. Terra Schwerin Rowe  
Email: terra.rowe@unt.edu  
Time: Tuesday, 6-8:50
Location: Wh 112
Office Hours: M, R, 3:30-4:40PM (or by appointment) 
Office: ENV 310M

I. Rationale and course outline:  
From common advocacy approaches to international agreements, climate change is 

consistently framed as global emissions problem. Phillip John Usher, for example, notes that in 
the 31 pages of the Paris Climate Accords (2015) the word “emission” is used a total of 98 times. 
By contrast, terms like “extraction” or “mining” do not appear once (Usher, Exterranean). What 
remains obscured when climate change is framed solely as a global emissions problem? Who 
remains concealed or overlooked when the framing of climate change does not account for 
earthly and localized, historical and current practices of extraction? How do such obfuscations 
occlude imaginaries for alternative energy? 

This course will engage such questions in conversation with interlocutors broadly 
connected by environmental humanities approaches: energy humanities, petroculture studies, and 
extraction humanities. These humanities approaches demonstrate that such extraction and energy 
production/consumption practices are profoundly driven by cultural values, assumptions, dreams, 
and aims. The role of philosophy and critical analysis of cultural values and assumptions is 
therefore key.

Energy humanities scholars, though, also tie their analysis of energy cultures to 
postcolonial and decolonial critiques and consequently emphasize that addressing a current 
climate/energy/extraction crisis will require a fundamental rethinking of the philosophies, 
affects, and political-economic systems that led to and constituted modernity. From this 
perspective, framing climate change solely as an emissions problem radically obscures the ways 
the climate crisis is rooted in historical patterns of land appropriation, colonialism, and 
enslavement.

The course will start with an introduction to energy and extraction humanities. This will 
lead to a more in-depth analysis of themes of Western thought that would become influential in 
extractive modernity: 1) how modern energy scientists drew on (and altered) Aristotle’s energeia 
and 2) how views of land, matter, and minerals transitioned in early modernity. Finally, the 
course will conclude by highlighting how resistance is being embodied more currently within 
extractive zones. 

II. Course Aims and Outcomes:  

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will: 
• Be able to articulate the distinctive approaches to energy and extraction that comprise energy 

and extraction humanities.
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• Be able to identify key arguments and insights from leading figures of energy and extraction 
humanities. 

• Analyze the role of energy concepts and technologies in colonialism and racialization. 
• Analyze the role of extraction in colonialism and racialization.
• Articulate alternatives and perspectives of resistance to intensive and extractive energy 

cultures.
• Have a stronger sense of how they might construct their own original argument or point of 

view in relation to key voices in a wider scholarly conversation. 
• Leave the course with an essay (or book review) articulating an original argument to be further 

revised for publication as well as a plan for publication with a particular journal.

III. Format and Procedures:  

This class will emphasize discussion and will thus require consistent participation and 
engagement during class time. Class participation is key since skills for coming up with your 
own unique ideas and communicating them clearly and persuasively will develop in class 
discussion as we test ideas and have them challenged or built upon by other classmates from 
different world or disciplinary perspectives. This means more than just showing up for class. You 
should be prepared to be an active participant in class (having completed readings, reflected on 
them with critical thinking skills and finished any assignments), contribute to class discussion, 
take notes during class, and bring appropriate materials (especially the assigned reading and 
your notes on the reading) to class.

V. Course Requirements: 

1. Class attendance and participation policy:  
Given the importance of class participation, on time attendance each week is mandatory 
and unexcused absences will reduce your participation grade (minus one letter grade 
(10%) for each class missed). Excessive tardiness will similarly affect your grade. More 
than physically being present, class participation entails: 

1. coming to class having read the assigned readings any other assignments 
completed.
2. critical reflection on the text.
3. bringing the assigned reading and notes to class every day.
4. taking notes in class on lectures and class discussion.
5. contributing to class discussion with your observations and opinions on the 
topic being discussed. 

* An unexcused absence is 1) when you don’t show up in class without first communicating with 
the instructor and/or 2) don’t have an acceptable reason for missing class (even if you first 
communicate with the instructor). If you are experiencing COVID related symptoms or have 
been exposed to the virus, PLEASE STAY HOME and your absence will be marked as excused, 
but this still must be communicated with the instructor in a timely fashion.

* If a student misses a class (whether it is an excused or unexcused absence) that student is 
responsible for class content, assignments missed, and upcoming due dates. Any time a class is 
missed the student is responsible for arranging with a classmate to take good notes and 
communicating upcoming due dates and announcements.
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* Exceptions will only be made for emergency situations. In all cases, timely 
communication with your professor is key. 

Face coverings: UNT encourages everyone to wear a face covering when indoors, regardless of 
vaccination status, to protect yourself and others from COVID infection. Face covering  
guidelines could change based on community health conditions.

In case of illness:  
If you are ill or experiencing COVID symptoms, please stay home! If you are    
particularly vulnerable to an adverse or extreme reaction to COVID please talk to the   
professor about your needs. 

Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by the attendance policy established   
 for the course. It is important that you communicate with the professor prior to being absent, so   
 you and the professor can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of   
 course learning goals. Please inform the professor if you are unable to attend class meetings   
 because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community. 
If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 please seek medical attention from the Student   
 Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider   
 PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Team at   
 COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test   
 results, or potential exposure.
Course Materials for Remote Instruction 

Remote instruction may be necessary if community health conditions change or    
you need to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19. You will need access to a   
webcam and microphone to participate in fully remote portions of the class. Information   
on how to be successful in a remote learning environment can be found at     
https://online.unt.edu/learn 

Cell phone policy:  Cell phones must be on silent or vibrate mode during class. Calls or texting are not 
appropriate during class. If an emergency situation arises, step outside the classroom. 

Computer policy:  Computer and internet use should aid participation in class. If their use becomes a 
distraction from class for you or your classmates this will affect your participation grade and you 
may be asked to leave these devises outside the classroom. 

2. Course readings:  
 (a) Required texts:  
  Betancor, The Matter of Empire 
  Gomez Barris, Extraction Zone

Marder, Energy Dreams
Szeman and Boyer, Energy Humanities
Usher, Exterranean 	  

(b) Essays and book chapters listed in syllabus (provided through the library)

3. Assignments
Class participation (see grading rubric at end of this document) 30%
Midterm essay/presentation 20%

Energy cultures essay: Find a public display of energy technologies, resources, 
and/or cultures. Analyze the assumptions included and the perspectives 
excluded at this energy locus. Then rewrite or re-contextualize the locus in 
conversation with energy humanities scholars (referencing at least two
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we’ve read in class). These will be shared in class. Include images where 
available and useful for the presentation. 

Discussion leadership 10%
Each student will be responsible for leading discussion on one of the class 
readings. This should include a brief (5 min) presentation of important 
information on the text and author. Most importantly, the student will be 
responsible for coming up with at least three discussion questions (to be handed 
in) and leading that discussion. 

Final paper proposal 10%
Students will write a proposal for their final projects. The proposal should include 
a research question, working thesis statement, and working bibliography. Students 
will receive feedback from the professor before finals week. They will also be 
giving feedback to a peer on their proposal.

Final paper 30%
MA student option: A critical review of one of the more recent texts read in class 

that can be submitted for publication. Submit also a proposal for an 
appropriate journal with submission instructions. Word count for class 
assignment should be 2000-2500 words (this may need to be cut for 
journal submission). Be sure to read other book reviews and follow the 
guidelines for book reviews (at the end of this document). 

PhD students: A 20 page publication worthy paper (an original argument in an 
essay that can be revised for publication) building from and synthesizing 
some of the key contributions of at least two of our authors (a minimum of 
five sources is expected). The essay should include an original thesis 
statement on the topic of energy and/or extraction. Submit also a proposed 
journal for publication with submission instructions and your plans/
timeline for submission. 

V. Grading Policies and Procedures 
Grading rubrics will be used to evaluate each assignment. These can be found at the end of this document 
or on Canvas. 

GRADING SYSTEM: A: 90-100%, B: 80-90%, C: 70-79%, D: 60-69%, F: 0-59% 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 
  All work is expected to be submitted by the designated due date. Late assignments will be docked 
5%. Late assignments should be emailed to the instructor as soon as they are completed in order to avoid 
further grade penalty. If a student is absent from a class when an assignment is due, the student must 
email the assignment to the instructor the same day it is due in order to avoid penalty. 
 * As with attendance, exceptions will only be made for emergency situations. In all cases, timely 
communication with your instructor is key. 

VI. Academic Integrity
“UNT promotes the integrity of learning processed and embraces the core values of trust and 

honesty.  Academic integrity is based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of 
all participants in the educational process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the 
university.  In the investigation and resolution of allegations of student academic dishonesty, the 
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university’s actions are intended to be corrective, educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on 
reliable evidence.” (UNT Academic Integrity Policy description, https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003)  
 Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. 
Additionally, incidents will be reported to the UNT office of Academic Integrity which may impose 
further penalty. Further incidents may result in failing the course. 

According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: 
a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations;  
b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, 

preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments;  
c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff 

member of the university;  
d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class 

without express permission from the instructor(s); or  
e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. 

The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to:  
a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work 

of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and  
b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency 

engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

VII. Acceptable Student Behavior 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn 
is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of 
Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's 
expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://deanofstudents.unt.edu. 

VIII. Accommodations for students with disabilities (ADA statement) 
"The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal 
equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. 
With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same 
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.” 
 Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided by the fourth week of class. Note that students must obtain a new 
letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation 
website at http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565-4323. 

IX.  Drop Information 
Schedule available here: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

X.  Inclusivity, chosen names, and pronouns
UNT students represent a variety of backgrounds and perspectives. The professor is committed to 

providing an atmosphere for learning that respects diversity. Therefore, a portion of the student’s 
participation grade will reflect their ability to:

• share their unique experiences, values and beliefs
• be open to the views of others 
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• honor the uniqueness of their colleagues
• value each other’s opinions and communicate in a respectful manner
• keep confidential discussions that the community has of a personal nature  

Chosen Names 
 A chosen name is a name that a person goes by that may or may not match their legal name. If 
you have a chosen name that is different from your legal name and would like that to be used in class, 
please let the instructor know.  

Pronouns 

 Pronouns (she/her, they/them, he/him, etc.) are a public way for people to address you, much like 
your name, and can be shared with a name when making an introduction, both virtually and in-person. 
Just as we ask and don’t assume someone’s name, we should also ask and not assume someone’s 
pronouns. You can add your pronouns to your Canvas account so that they follow your name when 
posting to discussion boards, submitting assignments, etc. 

XI. Retention of Student Records 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 
All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of 
the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the 
Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic 
environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about 
your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are 
encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the following link: http://
essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html 

XII. Succeed at UNT 
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you 
learn and grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. 
Here’s how to succeed at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay 
focused. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go to 
http://success.unt.edu/. 

XIII. Student Evaluation of Teaching (SETE) 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The Student Evaluation 
of Teaching (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made 
available at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is 
taught. 

XIII. Course Schedule 
(May change to accommodate guest presenters, weather events & student needs)
Week / Date Theme            Readings to be discussed    Assignment due
Unit 1 Introduction to energy 

humanities

class 1
8/30

Introductions Introductions to one another 
and the theme of the course 
including overview of the 
syllabus
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class 2
9/6

Energy humanities • Szeman and Boyer,  
‣ “Introduction: On the 

Energy Humanities,” 
(1-14)  

‣ “Energy and Modernity: 
Histories and Futures” 
(27-31) 

‣ Chakrabarty, “The Climate 
of History” (32-50) 

• Nye, Consuming Power 
(1-12) 

• Energy Humanities Website 
• Just Powers website 

class 3 
9/13

Petroculture studies • Szeman and Boyer: 
‣ Ghosh, “Petrofiction” 

(431-40) 
‣ Mitchell, “Carbon 

Democracy” (157-83) 
• Buell, “A Short History of 

Oil Cultures” (157-74) 
• Wilson, Szeman, and 

Carlson, “On Petrocultures,” 
Petrocultures  (3-16) 

• Petrocultures website  
• Recommended:  
‣ Yaeger, “Literature in the 

Ages of Wood, Tallow, 
Coal, Whale Oil, Gasoline, 
Atomic Power, and Other 
Energy Sources” in 
Szeman and Boyer 
(440-44)

Unit 2 Genealogy of modern 
energy

class 4  
9/20

Ancient energeia and 
modern energy

Marder, (1-54) 

class 5 
9/27

Ancient energeia and 
modern energy

Rowe, Of Modern Extraction, 
Intro, ch. 1
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class 6 
10/4

Genealogy of modern 
energy

Daggett, The Birth of Energy 
“Introduction,” Ch 1, 2, 6

Midterm essays 
due—present key 
insights in class

Unit 3 Extraction humanities

class 7 
10/11

Extraction humanities • Insko, “Extraction” (170-82) 
• Preston, “Racial 

Extractivism” (353-75) 
• Szeman, “On the Politics of 

Extraction” (440-47) 
• Parks, “The Poetics of 

Extractivism” (353-62) 
• Rowe, ch 2 selections

class 8 
10/18

Pre-modern mining and 
early modern extraction

• Usher: 1-4, 10-12, 21-56 
• Judicum Jovis, selections

class 9 
10/25 

Early modern mining and 
modern extraction

• Usher 80-98 
• Agricola, De re metallica, 

Book I 

class 10 
11/1 

Extraction and 
colonization 

• Betancor (1-15, ch. 3 
selections)  

• Barba, El Arte De Los 
Metales (28-9, 34-6, 43-5, 
49-51, 70-1)

Unit 3 Transitions and resistance

class 11 
11/8

On transitions and 
alternatives 

• After Oil (29-73)  
• Whyte, “Way Beyond the 

Lifeboat” (1-7) 
• Bell, Daggett, Labuski, 

“Toward Feminist Energy 
Systems” (1-10)

class 12 
11/15 

New materialism, 
extraction, energy, and oil 

• Betancor, ch. 5 (284-6, 
321-52) 

• Rowe, ch. 4 
• Todd, “Fish, Kin and Hope” 

(103-7)

• Final paper 
proposal due 

class 13 
11/22 

Dr. Rowe 
returning from 

AAR

Resisting extractivism Gomez Barris, part 1 • Peer review a 
classmate’s 
proposal
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Evaluation Rubrics
Class Participation

class 14 
11/29

Resisting extractivism Gomez Barris, part 2

class 15 
12/6 

Dr. Rowe in 
Chile

Writing workshop (online) • Draft due: 
Swap papers 
with one 
classmate

Dec 12-16 Final Exam Week Final papers due 
6pm, Dec 13

10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 
points

2–—-1  
point

The student 
participates in 
the discussion 
in timely and 
substantive 
ways

The student 
participates in 
class discussion 
every day with 
comments that 
are on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way 
to the 
conversation

The student 
participates in 
class discussion 
most days with 
comments that 
are on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way 
to the 
conversation.

The student 
participates in 
class discussion 
less than half the 
time with 
comments that 
are on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way 
to the 
conversation

The student 
participates in 
class discussion 
rarely with a 
comment that 
is on task and 
contributes in a 
substantive 
way to the 
conversation

The student 
does not 
participate or 
is not on task

In class 
discussions the 
student 
demonstrates a 
substantial 
knowledge base 
from the 
assigned 
readings, 
presentations, 
and course 
content

The student’s 
contributions to 
discussions are 
clearly built on 
familiarity with 
and 
comprehension 
of assigned 
materials 
displaying 
higher levels of 
learning 
(analysis, 
synthesis)

The student’s 
comments are 
clearly built on 
familiarity with 
assigned 
materials but 
comprehension 
is slightly 
limited

The student’s 
comments are 
clearly built on 
some familiarity 
with assigned 
materials but 
comprehension 
is limited

The student’s 
comments are 
built on 
varying degrees 
of familiarity 
with assigned 
material and 
comprehension 
is quite limited

The student’s 
comments 
demonstrate a 
lack of 
familiarity 
with assigned 
materials and  
comprehension 
is severely 
limited
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Adapted from Mark A. Maddix, “Generating and Facilitating Effective Online Discussion,” in Best Practices of Online Education 

(ed. Mark A. Maddix, James R. Estep, and Mary E. Lowe; Charlotte, N.C.: Information Age Publishing, 2012), p.119 

Book Reviews (MA, final paper)

In class 
discussions the 
student 
demonstrates 
respect for 
different 
opinions and 
an engaged 
attitude

The student 
always 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/
invited guests 
and 
consistently 
maintains an 
engaged 
attitude 

Most of the 
time the student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/
classmates/ 
invited guests 
and is engaged 
the majority of 
the time

About half of 
the time the 
student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/ 
invited guests 
and is engaged 
some of the 
time, but may be 
distracted by 
phone or 
internet use

Less than half 
the time the 
student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/ 
invited guests, 
is generally not 
engaged, and 
may be 
distracted by 
phone or 
internet use

The student 
has failed to 
demonstrate 
respect toward 
instructor/
classmates/ 
invited guests, 
is generally not 
engaged, and/
or is 
consistently 
distracted by 
phone or 
computer us

10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 
points

2–—-1  
point

The book is 
accurately 
placed in 
context 
(historical, 
cultural, and/or 
in relation to a 
scholarly 
debate)

The book is 
accurately placed 
in context 
(historical, 
cultural, and/or in 
relation to a 
scholarly debate)

The book is 
accurately placed 
in context, but 
this section could 
be developed 
more

The review 
misses key 
information 
about the context 
of the book

The review 
includes 
inaccurate or 
misleading 
information 
about the context 
of the book

Context is not 
addressed

The book review 
accurately 
summarizes the 
main arguments 
of the text

The book review 
excellently 
summarizes the 
main arguments of 
the text, covering 
not just content 
but addressing 
how and why the 
author is saying it

The review 
adequately  
summarizes the 
main arguments 
of the text, 
covering not just 
content but 
addressing how 
and why the 
author is saying it

The review 
covers mainly 
content and 
misses key 
information 
about how or 
why the author 
says what she/he 
does

The book review 
misses or 
misrepresents 
key arguments of 
the book

The summary 
section is 
missing

The review 
insightfully 
addresses the 
significance and/
or originality of 
the argument

The review 
insightfully 
addresses the 
significance and/
or originality of 
the argument

The review 
adequately 
addresses the 
significance and/
or originality of 
the argument

The review does 
not address the 
significance and/
or originality of 
the argument
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Guidelines for Book Reviews 
What to include: 
1. Briefly place book in its context - past/current scholarly conversation on the topic. 
2. Summarize the argument, which means not just covering the content of what they are saying, 

but also giving a sense of why and how they are saying it (what do they care about; what are 
they trying to do, and why; what are they at pains trying to correct, avoid, protect; what is 
their rhetorical strategy, etc.?) 

3. Briefly address the significance of the argument - what is new about the approach, the 
evidence, the connections made, etc. 

4. Give an assessment of its strengths and weaknesses, the success or failure in following 
through on its promise. Best to begin with as generous an appraisal as possible, then move to 
the “nevertheless," and note what could be stronger, or what you feel are outright problems

The book review 
includes an 
insightful and 
well articulated 
critical analysis 
of the author’s 
argument (Is the 
argument 
successful? Is is 
convincing? 
Does it fulfill the 
author’s 
promises?)

The book review 
includes an 
insightful and well 
articulated critical 
analysis of the 
author’s argument

The book review 
includes an 
adequate, 
underdeveloped, 
or unclear critical 
analysis of the 
author’s 
argument

The review is 
missing a critical 
analysis of the 
author’s 
argument 

The critical 
analysis is well 
supported with 
evidence (quotes 
and examples) 
from the text in 
proper (Chicago 
unless otherwise 
indicated by a 
journal) style

The critical 
analysis is well 
supported with 
evidence (quotes 
and examples) 
from the text in 
proper style

More or better 
evidence could 
be given to 
support the 
reviewer’s 
critical analysis 
of the book

No evidence is 
given to support 
the arguments of 
the reviewer 

The book review 
is in the range of 
1200-1500 
words

The book review 
is in the range of 
1200-1500 words

The review is 
500 words over 
or under the 
given range

The book review 
is excessively 
(more than 500 
words) long or 
short

A realistic 
proposal is 
included with 
the review 
including plans 
for submission, 
a journal with 
guidelines listed, 
and a realistic 
timeline for 
submission 

A realistic 
proposal is 
included with the 
review including 
plans for 
submission, a 
journal with 
guidelines listed, 
and a realistic 
timeline for 
submission 

The proposal 
needs more 
thought (is 
unrealistic) or 
missing key 
information 
(guidelines, 
name of journal, 
etc.)

The proposal is 
missing
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— unexamined assumptions, contradictory logic, etc.  A wholly glowing and a wholly 
condemnatory review are both signals of weak readings. 

Final Paper (PhD)
10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 
points

2–—-1  
point

The essay is on 
topic and 
answers the 
assigned 
questions

Excellent Good Poor

The student 
demonstrates 
the ability to 
develop a clear, 
concise, and 
original thesis 
statement

The thesis 
statement is 
clear, concise, 
original and 
compelling 

The thesis 
statement is clear 
and concise

The thesis 
statement could 
use improvement

The thesis 
statement is 
unclear, 
unoriginal, too 
narrow, or too 
broad for the 
assignment

The thesis 
statement is 
wholly 
inadequate or 
absent

The student 
demonstrates 
the ability to 
support and 
develop the 
thesis through 
reasoned 
arguments in 
the body of the 
paper 

The student 
demonstrates the 
ability to support 
and develop the 
thesis through 
reasoned 
arguments in the 
body of the 
paper 

The thesis 
statement is 
supported and 
developed in the 
body, but key 
questions or 
logical holes 
remain

The thesis 
statement is 
weakly 
supported or 
developed

The thesis 
statement is 
either not 
supported or 
remains 
undeveloped in 
the body of the 
paper

The thesis 
statement is not 
supported or 
developed

The essay 
demonstrates 
good 
organization 
(with 
introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion)

The essay shows 
excellent 
organization

Overall, the 
essay is well 
argued and 
organized, but 
could use 
improvement

The organization 
of the essay 
could use 
improvement

The essay is 
missing one of 
the following: 
introduction, 
body or 
conclusion

The essay lacks 
organization and/
or is missing key 
elements

The student 
demonstrates 
critical thinking 
skills

The student 
demonstrates 
excellent critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates 
good critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates 
adequate critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates 
weak critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates 
poor critical 
thinking skills

The essay is free 
from 
grammatical 
errors

The essay is free 
from 
grammatical 
errors

The essay 
contains minimal 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay 
contains a few 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay 
contains several 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay 
contains 
excessive 
grammatical or 
spelling errors
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The essay 
demonstrates 
proper use and 
citation of 
sources 
(Chicago Style, 
see Chicago 
Manual of Style) 
in the body of 
the paper and 
follows style 
guidelines 
outlined by the 
proposed 
journal 

The essay 
demonstrates 
proper use of 
sources to 
support and 
enhance the 
argument

The essay could 
be enhanced 
either  with more 
summary in the 
student’s own 
words or more 
direct quotation

Reference to the 
work of another 
person is cited 
but with 
incorrect style

The essay 
contains either 
too little or too 
many quotations 
that are 
incorrectly cited

The essay 
contains 
improper use of 
quotation and/or 
does not cite 
sources properly 
(recall that 
plagiarism may 
result in failing 
the assignment, 
the course, or 
worse)

The argument  
is well 
supported by at 
least 5 scholarly 
sources (at least 
two of the five 
from course 
readings)

The student has 
engaged at least 
5 scholarly  
sources

The student has 
engaged the 
required number 
of sources but 
does not use 
them effectively 
to enhance the 
thesis

The student has 
engaged the 
required number 
of sources but 
misrepresents 
some of the 
author’s claims

The student has 
not done 
sufficient 
research and 
only engages 3 
or fewer sources

The essay is 
written with 
inadequate 
research

The 
Bibliography is 
properly 
formatted and 
sources are 
properly 
documented 
(use Chicago 
Manual of Style)

Bibliography is 
properly 
formatted and 
sources are 
properly 
documented

Bibliography 
contains 1 or 2 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains 3 or 4 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains 5 or 6 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains 
excessive errors 
in formatting or 
documentation 
style

Paper is 20 
pages long 
(double spaced, 
12 point Times 
New Roman 
font, standard 
1-1.5” margins)

Paper is 20 
pages long (give 
or take 1/2 a 
page)

Paper is more 
than 1 page 
longer or shorter 
than assigned

Paper is more 
than 2 pages 
longer or shorter 
than assigned

Paper is more 
than 3 pages 
longer or shorter 
than assigned

Paper is 
excessively long 
or short 
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